ANGLERS ALLIANCE TASMANIA

GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING

3 June 2007
(UNRATIFIED)

Meeting began:  10am

Present: Mike Stevens (Chair), Richard Dax (EO), Terry Byard, Wayne Maxwell, David Young, Peter Parsell, Scott Jackson, Michael Caminada, Stephen Bax, Roger Butler, Steve Bax, Gary France, Nick Moore
Apologies: Sherryl Thompson

Mike Stevens welcomed the committee members.

1.
Minutes of Committee Meeting, 4 March 2006.


Moved: P Parsell.  Seconded: T Byard.  


‘That the minutes be accepted as a complete and accurate record of the 
meeting.’  


Carried
2.
Matters arising from the minutes
Woods Lake

 Referring to the concerns that he had expressed about the drop-off in fishing at Woods Lake at the last meeting, R Butler reported that the fishing had improved markedly as water temperatures dropped later in the season.
3
Treasurer’s report
R Dax tabled L Molnar’s letter of resignation as Treasurer and STLAA representative on the AAT.  The letter was dated 1 June 2007, with the resignation to take effect immediately.

R Dax proposed that under s22.4 of the Constitution, Roger Butler be appointed Treasurer until the conclusion of the AGM, and that the bank signatories be altered to reflect that appointment.  It was so resolved.

T Byard advised that L Molnar was available to meet the new Treasurer for a complete handover of responsibilities and paperwork.

M Stevens moved a vote of thanks to L Molnar for his contribution to the AAT, which was seconded by the meeting.  R Dax will write to Louis thanking him for his work, and adding the AAT’s hopes that he will be in a position to become involved in the organisation again in the future.
L Molnar’s accounts (attached) covering all AAT financial affairs up until the date of this meeting were presented to the meeting.  R Dax also advised that the IFS had agreed to his request to fund the AAT by paying a monthly cheque into the AAT bank account.

Moved: R Butler.  Seconded: N Moore

‘That the accounts be accepted’

Carried
4.
Executive Officer’s Report

R Dax tabled a report on his activities since the 4 March meeting (attached), 
and spoke to it, singling out for mention the volunteer working bee to be held 
at Penstock Lagoon on 9 June.
5.
Grant applications

R Dax presented a confidential précis of all grant applications, both approved 
and in the pipeline.

R Dax spoke to the applications, adding the following pieces of information:
· In the case of the three applications for Anglers Access River Projects on the Leven, Macquarie, Meander, Huon, Derwent and Tyenna Rivers, the AAT’s total in-kind contribution to management through coordination and in-kind support from the membership would be a total of 600 hours costed at $55 per hour.  He provided details of how this would be composed.
[Richard, I’ve forgotten what you said.  You might want to insert it here.]
· Brumbys Creek access and signage
All signs are up and the stiles will be erected during the first week in July.

· Arthurs Lake webcam
The equipment was installed, and a new modem would be tested over the weekend 9/10 June.

· Interpretive signs and brochures project.
This had been awarded funding of $53,375 from the DAFF Recreational Fishing Community Grants Programme Activity Budget.  The contract between DAFF and AAT was yet to be signed.

· There were also applications in to the DAFF Recreational Fishing Community Grants Programme Activity Budget for a junior angling program and a Didymo awareness program.

R Dax undertook to supply any other information relating to project funding 
upon request by committee member.


Stuart Chilcott (IFS) entered the meeting and conducted the RecFish Forum

6.
RecFish Forum

1.
Spawning run at Woods Lake



Stuart reported that since monitoring spawning runs at Woods was 


problematic, the IFS would be monitoring the in-water fish population, 

and would report in due course.


2.
Lake Echo – road access to north end of the lake



Stuart said that it was the IFS’s expectation that the Aboriginal 


Heritage Survey being carried out on the proposed access route would 

be dealt with in a satisfactory manner.

3.
Brumys Creek and other ‘outmoded’ regulations



R Butler: Moved.  G France: Seconded.



‘That AAT approach the IFS asking for the regulation banning fishing 

from a moving boat at Brumbys Creek to be removed.’



Carried 


Committee members and S Chilcott were asked to contribute to a list 

of similar outmoded regulations, so that a coordinate approach to 


amendments could be made to the IFS through the AAT. 

4.
Access to Pillans Lake



W Maxwell presented a case for reopening access to Pillans Lake via a 

route around the eastern side of Lake Augusta as an alternative to the 

sometimes impassable James River route.



R Dax agreed to follow this up in a meeting with Malcolm Wells of the 

WHO Management Committee.


5.
Tin Hut Lake access track



S Chilcott confirmed that this track was likely to remain closed 


because of Aboriginal Heritage issues.


6.
East Rocky Lagoon



W Maxwell stated that fish condition in this catch-and-release water 

was poor, and questioned whether the water could be overstocked.  S 

Jackson and M Caminada added their concerns about fish quality at the 

Carters Lakes and Lake Chipman.  S Chilcott agreed to follow up these 

concerns.



The discussion moved to catch-and-release policies in general, and M 

Stevens made the point that catch-and-release should be avoided as a 

policy, even if it seemed to be a sensible way to manage a fishery.  He 

suggested that imposing a ‘slot limit’ would be a more socially 


acceptable management tool.


7.
Bronte Lagoon water quality



S Chilcott said that there were also other Hydro Tasmania controlled 

lakes such as Little Pine Lagoon, where water quality was a concern.    

He said that it was planned that the IFS would make water level 


agreements with HT in regard to certain lakes.  The results of these 

should be available by the next meeting.


8.
IFS format for information requests



Current IFS practice is to survey a random sample of anglers for 


information regarding the fishery.  The rate of return is c20%.  The 

suggestion was made that IFS-funded diaries might be a more effective 

way of obtaining information of the type sought.  S Chilcott estimated 

that c3,000 diaries would be sufficient to give a good estimate of the 

fishery’s performance.  



Alternatively, a card system such as is used on some NZ waters was 

considered for the Western Lakes with a raffled rod as an incentive to 

anglers to participate.  S Chilcott agreed to take these ideas back to the 

IFS.


9.
Fisheries Habitat Fund



R Dax stated that there is currently c$50,000 in the account.  Ross Hart 

of Launceston is the contact.



It was agreed that R Dax would write to another of the Trustees, Phil 

Levsky, with a view to initiating a combined a Habitat fund project, 

funded on a dollar-for-dollar basis.



S Bax recommended that any publicity given to such a project should 

be highly visible in order to restore the credibility of the Fund.


10.
IFS Liawenee Open Weekend



S Chilcott reported that this had been a ‘raging success’, with c4,000 

members of the public participating over the weekend.  The initiatives, 

the junior pool and the bus trips to the weir, had both proved very 


popular.  The feedback had been very positive, and the fine-tuning, the 

event should be even more successful in 2008.


11.
Old regulations



S Bax cited old IFS regulations such as those that fixed the IFS license 

limits for the Derwent off vague points.  Addressing such issues was 

described as a work in progress.


12.
Farm dam regulations



Regulations imposing seasons on farm put-and-take dams were 


questioned, and the benefits of opening such waters to juniors as 


year-round waters was considered.  S Chilcott to take this question 


back to the IFS.


13.
Winter fishing



The question was raised: should additional waters be opened all year 

round, specifically waters where fish are unable to spawn?  Curries 

River Dam and the River Derwent estuary were both mentioned.  This 

item is to be included on future agendas.


14.
Stocking of the Inglis and Flowerdale Rivers



The meeting was informed that the grant application by the North-


West Fly Fishers Club for stocking of the Flowerdale River had been 

successful, and that the IFS had supplied fish free of charge to the 


river, but had put a dollar value on the fish supplied to account for its 

dollar-for-dollar co-funding of the project.  The IFS had also offered to 

stock the nearby Inglis River with mature trout.  The NWFA expressed 

its approval and gratitude for this offer.

15.
Lagoon of Islands



S Chilcott reported that Hydro Tasmania is conducting on-going work 

on this declined fishery.


16.
Lake Sorell



S Chilcott reported that the spawning run showed a good head of fish 

up to 1.7kg, but the water was still somewhat turbid.  T Byard argued 

strongly that it was counterproductive for Sorell to be regarded as a 

lost fishery.  Such an attitude, if widely held, would play into the 


irrigators’ hands and become a self-fulfilling prophecy.  Sorell had the 

potential to return to its former glory as a fishery, and it was this 


that should determine its management.


17.
Redfin



S Chilcott reported that the IFS had poisoned 2 dams adjacent to the 

Lyell Highway to kill the redfin perch they contained.


18.
Johnsons Lagoon – illegal stocking



S Chilcott reported that the IFS was monitoring a supposed illegal 


stocking of Johnsons Lagoon with Rainbows.  This endangered the 

threatened galaxia in the water.  No Rainbows had been seen so far.

19.
Break o’ Day River


This former great river was not performing well, possibly due to the 

drought and over-irrigation.  S Chilcott said that the IFS would 


research its management possibilities.


20
Environmental Flow reviews.



S Chilcott advised that DPIW conducted environmental flow reviews 

into the state’s rivers.  The South Esk was due for review shortly.   


Stuart advised that the AAT should request to be briefed on these 


reviews.


M Stevens thanked Stuart for his presentation.

7.
Changing Seasons

R Butler raised the matter of changing climate, with warmer autumns and later winters and springs.   He questioned whether it might be advisable to shift the closed season for brown trout one month forward.  There was some discussion on the pros and cons of this suggestion.  S Chilcott agreed to raise the matter with the IFS.
8.
State of the NTFA

P Parsell and N Moore explained that nominations for committee positions on 
the NTFA were not forthcoming.  There were some strong northern clubs, 

such as Ross and Longford, that had disaffiliated from the NTFA over 
insurance matters.  Some affiliated clubs such as Quamby and Launceston 
Anglers were losing members.  As a result the NFTA was finding it hard to 
obtain a quorum at committee meetings, and its demise seemed likely. 
Discussion took place on this matter and its implications for the AAT under its 
present Constitutional structure.

R Dax proposed that a meeting should be called at the IFS’s New Norfolk 
headquarters of representatives of all Tasmanian fishing clubs.  This 
suggestion was accepted by the meeting and R Dax offered to discuss the issue 
with John Diggle prior to convening the proposed meeting.

Stuart Chilcott left the meeting
9.
Grant applications (resumed)

Tasmanian Sport Fishing Tourism Marketing Plan

R Dax took the meeting through the plan in detail, explaining the nature of the 
in-kind contributions that it flagged.


In relation to the components of the application that sought funding for 
consultants and the project manager, R Dax confirmed that if the application 
were successful, the process of tendering for such positions would be 
transparent.

10.
Southern Independent Anglers’ Representative to the AAT

Following the resignation of Bill Lane, a new Southern Independent Anglers’ 
representative was required.  R Dax advised the meeting that, under the 

Constitution, the new representative should hold the position for two years 
from 1 July.  Following discussion, it was resolved that paid advertising would 
not be used to canvass the position, but that Phil Ellerton would be asked to 
advertise it in his Mercury column and that southern tackle shops would be 
asked to display advertisements.
11.
Insurance


T Byard advised the meeting that the Sporting Shooters Association of 
Australia acted as an insurance broker to fishing clubs, essentially to provide 
them with cheap public liability insurance with the intention mainly of 
covering clubs’ assets against the possibility of litigation.  Approaches have 
been made to the SSA, but so far no answer has been received.
12.
Mobile phone issues


R Butler advised that it was sensible to delay moving from CDMA mobile 
phones to the new 3G system until absolutely necessary.

13.
Trails Tasmania
R Dax advised that a discussion paper was available on the Internet (deadline for submissions 22 June).  It did not make much mention of fishing.  R Dax tabled an email from Keith Ryan, Project Manager for the Trails Tasmania Strategy, inviting him onto the project review group as a representative of freshwater anglers.
14.
Norton Mandeville


D Young advised that Norton Mandeville had recently changed hands.  The 
property included 7kms of Derwent River frontage.  A few years ago, the 
water was used for the Oceanic Championships.  He suggested that the 
question of access to the water should be raised with the new owner.

15.
STLA fly and plug casting competition

T Byard said that the recent competition at Salmon Ponds had been most 

successful.  The STLA was trying to encourage a northern body to alternate 
with the south in running this competition, and if strongly advocating that plug 
casting should be included in the competition.  If the north arranged a 
competition, the south would bus up competitors.
16.
International casting clinic


R Dax reported that 3 FFF casters from the USA would be visiting Peter 
Hayes and others with a view to inducting Tasmanian casting teachers as FFF-
standard casters.  It was regretted that the FFF did not make its approaches 
through official channels, and agreed that the AAT should make 
representations to the FFF to that effect.
17.
Boat ramp at Brumbys Creek

R Butler reported that two members of the TGALT Executive had agreed to 
coordinate a lobby of MAST to build a boat ramp at Brumbys Creek that 
allowed boats to be launched directly into deep water.  G French enlarged on 
this proposal.

18.
Great Lake boat ramps


Hydro Tasmania’s current policy on the provision of Great Lake boat ramps 
was discussed.  It seems as though no more standard ramps will be built, and 
that the normal ramps rendered unusable by low lake levels will not be 
lengthened.  It also seems that HT will keep the low level ramp at Boundary 
Bay in good order, and  may build two other low water level ramps at Cramps 
Bay and Todds Corner.  R Dax undertook to obtain clarification of HT’s  
plans.

19.
Volunteer Small Equipment Grants (VSEG)


N Moore circulated a letter from Michael Fergusson MP detailing grants up to 
$3,000 available to community organisations to enable them to buy equipment 
to make the work of volunteers safer.  Applications close on 22 June 2007.
20.
IFAC


R Dax informed the meeting of the new make-up of IFAC:


John Cleary (Chair), Richard Dax, Ashley Artis, John Smith, Les Monson, 
Louis Molnar, Peter Malony and David Ikediffe.
21.
Other business


21.1
Rivers and Water Supply Department


In answer to the question whether the RWSD managed all the state’s 

rivers and streams, R Dax stated that they were managed by various 

bodies.

21.2
Power bait



R Dax undertook to obtain a definitive answer to the question: does the 

IFS regard Power Bait© as natural bait.


21.3
Didymo



R Butler outlined TGALT’s efforts to educate anglers r.e. Didymo, and 

will give a more complete report to the next AAT committee meeting.


The view was expressed that maybe it would be a good idea for used 

felt-soled boots to be excluded from entering Tasmania.


21.4
Treble hooks



Some discussion took place on whether treble hooks should be 


outlawed in Tasmania.  The meeting accepted that it would be very 

hard if not impossible to police such a regulation, even if regarded as 

desirable.
21.5
Pump House Point Tourism Development Proposal


In answer to a question, R Dax confirmed that Simon Currant had a 
proposal for a tourism development at Pump House Point, Lake St 
Clair, under consideration.  He stated that, if the proposal went ahead, 
it would not restrict foot access to any of Lake St Clair in the slightest.  
However, cars may have to be left in the car park at the gate to the 
development.
21.6
Lake Fergus access


It was reported that it was possible to access Lake Fergus from Lake 
O’Dell, although there was no possibility of a track being developed.  
There was also access along the Little Pine River.  However, no 
vehicular access seemed likely in the near future.
21.7
Bream hatchery grant application


R Dax reported that he had agreed on behalf of the AAT to sponsor an 
application for a bream hatchery program in lieu of the NTFA, which 
could not get a quorum together in time to agree to the request.
Date of AGM, followed by Committee Meeting:  10am Sunday 16 September 2007 at The Grange.

Meeting closed: 3.15pm
David Young  (Hon. Sec.)
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