ANGLERS ALLIANCE TASMANIA

GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING

4 March 2007
Meeting began:  10.05am

Present: Terry Byard (Vice-Chair), Richard Dax (EO), Sheryl Thompson, 
Wayne Maxwell, David Young, Peter Parsell, Scott Jackson, Michael 
Caminada, Stephen Bax, Roger Butler
Apologies: Mike Stevens Louis Molnar, William Lane, Neil Grose, Nick Moore,

Terry Byard welcomed the committee members.

1.
Minutes of Committee Meeting, 29 October 2006.


Moved: P Parsell.  Seconded: R Butler.  


‘That the minutes be accepted as a complete and accurate record of the 
meeting.’  


Carried
2.
Matters arising from General Meeting, 13 May 2006


2.1
Bronte Lagoon subdivisions
R Dax reported that both areas proposed for subdivision at Bronte Lagoon had gone ahead despite AAT appeals at RMPAT.  However, continued access as historically available was assured, thanks partly to the AAT intervention.

2.2
N-W River stocking

Deferred to IFS Report.
2.3
Statewide boat ramp audit

R Dax advised that this has not commenced because MAST has not yet called the necessary meetings.  M Bidwell of Hydro Tasmania has raised the issue with MAST and, along with the AAT, is pressing for a meeting.

2.4
New composition of IFAC

R Dax reported that he met with the Minister’s Advisor on 2 March, and learned that appointments to IFAC have been made but have not yet been made public.
3
Treasurer’s report
3.1
General

In the absence of L Molnar, R Dax presented a summary of AAT’s financial position as provided by L Molnar:

· AAT adjusted back balance 16 Feb 07: $8,987.76

· Grant monies held in separate account 


– balance of Arthurs Lake webcam grant: 
$1,476.00


– Brumbys Creek grant:
$14,430


– interest:
$4.58


– Total:
$15,910.58





3.2
Fisheries Habitat Improvement Fund

W Maxwell queried what had become of the money held by this fund and its 
availability.  Deferred to IFS Report.

3.3
Grant for Arthurs Lake webcam

R Dax explained the delays in this project as due to confusion in Hydro Tasmania’s internal management processes, now resolved.  However, it was now well underway with the installation of the camera expected on 9 March and transmission three weeks thereafter.  The webcast would be available on a number of websites including AAT, Hydro Tasmania, TGALT and IFS and club websites.

If the project is deemed successful, other webcams are possibly in the pipeline for Great Lake and Lake Augusta.

3.4
Brumbys Creek project

Nothing has been expended so far, although work has commenced and signage is underway.
4.
Executive Officer’s Report

R Dax tabled a report on his activities since the 29 October meeting 
(attached), and spoke to it:

4.1
RFDP

Complete and to be launched by the Hon. Eric Abetz on 18 April in Hobart at a venue to be advised.

4.2
Road signage

DIER and local councils have accepted responsibility for implementing 100% of road signs advocated in the RFDP   .

4.3
Trails Tasmania
Following R Dax’s introduction to a consultancy, being undertaken by Inspiring Place Pty Ltd, W Maxwell reported upon his attendance of the Burnie public meeting.  He expressed disappointment at the consultant, John Hepper’s seeming lack of interest in fishing-associated tracks and vehicular tracks.  R Dax explained that vehicular tracks were not included in the brief, given to the Consultants and that the audit would log all foot tracks in the state over a period of time.  He expressed confidence in the inclusiveness of the process being undertaken by Inspiring Place, and stressed the access benefits that he believed the project had the potential to bring anglers including a unified approach to Crown Land access and insurance risks.  He offered the AAT’s services to channel concerns of anglers to the consultants.

10.45am  John Diggle joined the meeting

5.
IFS Report

John Diggle reported and answered questions on a variety of topics, including:
5.1
RecFish Forums
Moved R Butler.  Seconded P Parsell:
‘That the past method of conducting RecFish Forums as stand alone events be replaced by one-hour segments – still to be known as RecFish Forums – held prior to but part of future AAT General Committee meetings.’
Carried
5.2
Lakes Crescent & Sorell progress report

J Diggle spoke to the Carp Management Program update for October-December (circulated).  Only 2 females have been caught in Crescent, the first for some time.  There is no indication that other cohorts are coming through.  It is believed that there are no more than c100 fish in Lake Sorell and that it will reach Lake Crescent status in about two years.  Both lakes still have high levels of turbidity and need rain.  However, the quality of trout in Sorell is good.
5.3
Little Pine Lagoon

Also affected by the lack of rain.  IFS will work with Hydro Tasmania to manage lake levels so as to promote weed growth.  IFS and AAT will continue to lobby DIER to seal the Marlborough Highway by the lake in an attempt to reduce dust. Lobbying for a sealed road all the way to Bronte Park will also continue.  The IFS does not regard swans as a major problem.

5.4 Shannon Lagoon

Hydro is not inclined to raise the height of the Shannon dam, so the depth of the lagoon will remain as it is.  However, more Great Lake water is now being let into the lagoon, and some clarification of the water is noticeable.  Fish quality is reported as poor, mainly because of an aging fish population.  The IFS has not monitored fish stocks, and has no plans at present to undertake stocking of browns or rainbows as natural recruitment streams are sufficient at the present time.
5.5
Fisheries Habitat Improvement Trust
The IFS is unaware of present personnel or the activities of the trust or the whereabouts or size of the fund.  J Diggle agreed to investigate this as will AAT
5.6
Woods Lake

Creel survey: 79 anglers have been interviewed, and the average catch rate is 1.62 fish per day, similar to Meadowbank.  R Butler gave an account of an informal TGALT survey that indicated a drop-off in the catch rate over the season.  J Diggle explained that this may be due to low lake levels and high (c20°C) water temperatures.
Road to Woods: R Dax reported that Gunns Ltd’ Operation Manager had written to him saying that he knew of no intention to turn the road into a logging road.  R Dax awaited further reports from Gunns’ Field Officers.  Gunns is adamant that anglers will not be disadvantaged by their activities should logging plans be instigated.

5.7
Lake Fergus

R Dax reported that the land owner of Fergus maintained that he had no intention of running a commercial operation there.  Discussion took place on the question of access.  W Maxwell stated that over the past three weeks several anglers had been prevented by police from accessing the lake via the Pine River.  This contradicts R Dax’s understanding that the landowner is permitting foot access by this route.  He will write to the property owner to ascertain the situation with respect to foot access to Fergus.  J Diggle stated that the IFS is investigating the possibility of access to the lake via Lakes Flora and O’Dells.
5.8
Lake Echo

The IFS is still working on achieving road access to the north-west of the lake.  A cultural heritage survey has recently discovered Aboriginal artefacts.  Further work is now being carried out.  If significant sites are discovered, the access plan must ensure their preservation.  This process will continue over the next year.

5.9
IFS ‘supply side’ plan

The plan is being reworked.  No date has been fixed for its delivery.

5.10
Didymo and quarantine issues

The IFS has disseminated information to anglers.  Scrutiny by Quarantine Services has improved nationally.  In Tasmania, Biosecurity will put up posters at airports etc.  R Butler queried the use of websites to put out information.  J Diggle said that the IFS would encourage greater use of website by Tourism Tasmania etc to warn of the dangers of didymo.  S Bax offered the services of his shop to educate Quarantine officers about fishing tackle questions that might help them monitor incoming anglers.  J Diggle clarified that felt-soled wading boots needed much more rigorous treatment than other tackle to eliminate the possibility of importing didymo, and that the IFS’s preference was for felt-soles used in NZ to be kept out of Tasmania.  Didymo related issues, including those relating to felt-soled boots will be carried on the AAT website.
5.11
Bruisers & Camerons Lagoon and regulation changes

R Dax reported that he has written to the IFS with the AAT’s consensus position endorsing the proposed 1-3 fish bag limit.  Discussion took place on the varying bag limits in different waters and the possibility of angler confusion.  J Diggle drew attention to the matrix within the Anglers Code that provided water-by-water regulations.  R Butler suggested that these should be downloadable by anyone buying a license over the web.  J Diggle agreed to put the regulations matrix in the centre of the Anglers Code so that it could be removed and used by anglers in the field.  T Byard suggested printing it on waterproof paper.  In answer to a question, J Diggle said that as far as the IFS were aware, not many anglers exceeded bag limits. W Maxwell  suggested that artificial lure fishing should also be allowed and T Byard agreed as ruling these waters as fly only could give rise to complaints when, in fact, fly fishing was the only method that could generally be successfully used due to weed and water levels.
5.12
Carters & East Rocky Lagoons 
S Jackson raised the issue of the decline in the quality of fish at Carters Lagoon and questioned the current stocking policy.  W Maxwell cited a similar phenomenon at East Rocky.  J Diggle pointed out that such small fisheries did not warrant in-depth studies of stocking regimes, and that the IFS was reliant upon feedback from anglers to determine its stocking practices.
5.13
IFS office move and hatchery

The office move to New Norfolk has been successfully completed.  The creation of the new hatchery has been delayed by equipment not leaving Europe on time.  Installation of the equipment is due to start next week.  When up and running, the hatchery will be open for pre-booked club information tours.
5.14
River stocking in North-West

General discussion took place on river stocking.  J Diggle said that in general the IFS did not do it as it usually led to a very poor return.   However, recent stocking of the Mersey River had proved successful, and the IFS was prepared to look at another river stocking program.  It had considered the Flowerdale, but S Thompson advocated the Inglis as a better prospect.  It had a recovering ecosystem and was well monitored by FishCare volunteers, whereas the Flowerdale was excessively silted at present.  J Diggle said the IFS would consider this, but any program of stocking with adult fish was subject to availability of fish from Liawenee.
5.15
Lake Pillans track

W Maxwell queried the occasional closures of the track this season due to high water levels in Lake Augusta. He also asked that consideration be given to re-opening of the old track over the James River. It was considered that this suggestion had little or no chance of successs. Both J Diggle and the AAT will take this matter up with Hydro Tasmania in an attempt to keep the track open over summer.

5.16
Fishing in Liawenee Canal

M Camadina queried why this was banned after the spawning season was over.  J Diggle explained that it was Hydro Tasmania’s policy to ban it and fishing in other Hydro canals because of the assessed risk to anglers and related liability issues.

5.17
IFS and Clean-Up Australia Day

It was resolved that the AAT would assist the IFS with this next year through synchronisation of clubs’ activities etc. And that problem rubbish should be an ongoing project for  AAT
The committee thanked J Diggle for his participation in the meeting.


12.30pm.  J Diggle left the meeting.

LUNCH

12.50pm.  The meeting resumed.
6
General Business


6.1
AAT website

R Dax spoke to the draft Bulletin for website posting (circulated prior to meeting) and provided the following updates:
· The Brumbys Creek access program is well underway

· The implementation of the Penstock Lagoon Recreational Plan is being preceded by an environmental impact assessment.  This is underway and will take three weeks to complete
R Dax called for further suggestions from the Committee.  R Butler suggested categorising items as · Done  ·  Ongoing  ·  Proposed  ·  Opportunities
The website will be developed when Barry Hickman returns to the state in about three weeks.  It will contain a members’ section accessible by password.  This will contain the Executive minutes and other relevant in house matters.
6.2
Ethics and etiquette

The draft ethics paper prepared by R Dax was discussed.  It was agreed that the committee would provide additions and amendments to the list to R Dax, who would categorise them under the headings · respect for environment  ·  respect for fish  ·  respect for fellow anglers  ·  safety. 
S Thompson suggested that there be a simplified statement devised for these issues and that this appear on the front page of the website whilst the overall policy would be available elsewhere through an access button 
The revised draft will be circulated prior to the next Committee Meeting, after which it will be finalised for web posting.

6.3
IFAC issues

R Dax reported a very positive relationship with Kaye Volkman, advisor to the Minister.  He is keeping her informed of AAT issues. R Dax will arrange quarterly meetings with the Minister, the AAT Chair and himself or more often as necessary. 
6.4
AAT volunteer and in-kind support for projects

The meeting felt confident that member clubs would give their physical support for the implementation of AAT projects, where in-kind contributions had been offered.  On the question of insurance, T Byard stated that if clubs lacked their own insurance covers the STLAA could obtain it for them through the Sporting Shooters Association of Australia at reasonable rates.   R Dax  will investigate the insurance matters further.
6.5
Constitution

R Dax reported that the amended Constitution has been posted on the website and submitted to Business Affairs.
6.6
Application for leave of absence by W Lane

Moved R Butler.  Seconded S Jackson:

‘That W Lane’s application for leave of absence from the present meeting be allowed, and that his place on the Committee not be forfeit.’ R Dax  to check the Constitution in regards to this clause Carried
6.7
Sunday Tasmanian report, 25 Feb 07
Discussion took place on the content of the article, particularly on the issue of rubbish accumulating at lakes.  It was resolved to invite Deidre Flint, Mayor of the Central Highlands Council, to a future AAT committee meeting to discuss the issue of opening hours of Central Highlands refuse tips.  It was also agreed that such a meeting would provide the AAT with an opportunity to discuss the sealing of the Marlborough Highway and other issues with  Mayor Flint.

It was further resolved that the AAT would involve itself through its member clubs in Clean-Up Australia Day and in other clean-up activities at fisheries, and that this will be advertised on the AAT website.

6.8
Reform of Tasmania’s Water and Sewerage Sector - Ministerial Water 
and Sewerage Taskforce – Discussion Paper

R Dax’s letter to the Taskforce calling for the inclusion of Hydro and irrigation issues in the review was firmly endorsed.  R Dax noted that the Tourism Industry Council was also lobbying for this. 
6.9
RFDP Launch

This will take place on 18 April in Hobart at a venue to be determined.

W Maxwell queried the RFDP consultant’s response to input from individuals.  He said that he knew of several people whose responses had not been acknowledged.  R Dax agreed to investigate this with a view to rectifying it.

6.10
Animal Rights Discussion Paper

R Dax’s paper was discussed, and it was agreed that there was little that Tasmanian anglers could do on their own to combat calls for bans on angling by PETA and similar bodies, and that it would be more effective to work through the national body, RecFish.
It was resolved to undertake wider discussion on the subjects of ethics and etiquette in member associations and clubs, and to collate the views reached by the next Committee meeting, the goal being to create a consensus AAT position for posting on the website.
6.11
R Dax’s letter to Hydro Tasmania (1 March 07)

The committee endorsed R Dax’s letter (circulated prior to the meeting)

6.12
Meander Dam Recreational Management Plan

W Maxwell queried the ban on bait fishing in the plan.  T Byard clarified that it was the Rivers & Water Supply Commission’s policy as a result of their Consultant’s recommendations not to allow bait fishing in Meander Dam and this may be their policy in any future dams that come under its control.  T Byard clarified that it was the Rivers & Water Supply Commission’s policy as a result of their Consultant’s recommendations not to allow bait fishing in Meander Dam and this may be their policy in any future dams that come under its control.  This policy had been adopted in an attempt to curb the dumping of rubbish at dams and to control camping.
6.13
Take-a-kid-fishing Day

P Parsell drew the committee’s attention to this day, which will take place at Curries River Dam on 25 March.  It was stressed that the AAT should involve itself in the education of young anglers.
6.14
Tumbledown Creek boat ramp proposal

In reply to a suggestion from the NTFA re a boat ramp at Tumbledown Creek it was noted that the NTFA could apply to DAFF and MAST for the improvement of the access road and the creation of a boat ramp there.  R Dax offered the AAT’s support with this application, but raised practical problems with its implementation.

6.15
Venue for future AAT Committee meetings

It was resolved that future Committee meetings would be held at The Grange, Campbell Town.
Date of next meeting:  10am Sunday 3 June 2007 at The Grange.

Meeting closed: 2.55pm
David Young  (Hon. Sec.)
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