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AAT GENERAL MEETING FOLLOWING AGM 16TH SEPTEMBER 2007
Present:

M. Stevens (Chair) T. Byard, S, Bax, D. Young, P. Parsell, S. Jackson, R. Butler, M. Caminada, G. Davey, G. French, N. Pinkard, R. Dax

In attendance, John Diggle Director IFS.

Apologies Adrian Hope,
1/.  RD reported that all projects were progressing to plan and that contracts were expected to be signed as soon as the Commonwealth had these prepared. These projects include Didymo, Junior Anglers, and the Five River Access plans contained in three successful applications. The 15 leading water access plans were presently being actioned. Signage for Penstock Lagoon was now complete and would be erected shortly to compliment the work already carried out by Hydro Tasmania
2/.  RD repotted that the RFDP marketing implementation plans were being worked on and that the contracts with the Commonwealth nearing completion. Insurance matters had held things up and he was waiting for clarification on this matter from Canberra. RD will be in Melbourne during the week commencing 24th September to commence brand and marketing issues...
3/. John Diggle arrived and was welcomed by the Chairman. JD’s presence was to fulfill the undertaking given by the IFS re the former recfish meetings.
 JD reported that the new hatchery was operating well and that fish were around three months in front of fish hatched at Salmon Ponds on their way to a size of 20 gms and the first releases in December. The Break O’ Day was expected to be the site of the first fish releases. 
JD reported that irrigators demands could threaten the quality of many waters particularly Woods Lake and that a number of waters were at a stressed level including Tooms, Craigbourne, Sorell and Crescent.
JD told of interesting results being experienced from stocking NW Rivers with released adult fish transporting themselves around the coast to other systems, probably after spawning. This bears the question as to just what results will be obtained from smaller hatchery fish and whether these will settle and become residents.
4/.  RD reported on the meetings held to determine continuing representation on AAT for Northern Clubs following the closure of the NTFA. The first meeting was held at the IFS when some 22 clubs from all regions of the State met to discuss the best way forward. A unanimous decision was reached that the Northern clubs would hold forums to elect members to sit on the AAT committee. A subsequent meeting held in Launceston decided to hold forums 4 times per year and that these would be facilitated by AAT. 
Copies of both meeting outcomes are attached to these minutes. The Committee recommended that the Northern Clubs take over the responsibility for their own meetings as soon as practicable

In order to facilitate this new method of choosing Northern AAT representatives a change in the constitution was required. Section 5. 1 (c ) (iii) be changed to “Northern Tasmanian Angling Clubs”   

RD also reported that there had been an omission from a motion passed the  previous year when it was considered reasonable for independent representatives to appoint an alternate representative in the event of their not being able to attend a meeting. The constitution had been changed to reflect the tenure of the independents but there had been an omission regarding the substitution of representatives. 

It was proposed that the words “Nominated members of Associations or independent anglers may substitute alternate representatives should they be unable to attend any meeting personally. Any alternative representative must be a member of the Association concerned or independent if representing an independent angler”
Moved RB seconded GF that “The amendments to the constitution are passed and that the decision of the’06 meeting be adopted”.  Carried.
Discussion took place on the NWFA resignation and whether their area should be treated in the same manner as the North. It was resolved that for the present time the constitution would continue to reflect the membership of the NWFA subject to receipt of the NWFA’s adoption or otherwise of the Leven River Access Programme. RD to write a letter offering continued affiliation and pointing out just what has been achieved on behalf of all anglers and that a copy of this letter be sent to all NW clubs.
12.30/. Lunch after which JD left the meeting.

 5/.  Discussion on website which is being reconfigured and content bulked up. Second site being set up for the marketing implementation programme
6/.  RD reported on the meeting and hatchery inspection at the IFS on Sunday 19th August. This meeting was attended by some 22 clubs including unaffiliated clubs from the NW. No representation was received from the NWFA. The meeting was voted an outstanding success with decisions the made concerning Northern membership and discussions on many subjects of mutual interest.
7/.  Recreational Lakes Committee agenda item already covered off in the AGM with the Committee now recognized and attended by Hydro, Parks, MAST, Tourism Tasmania, Sport and Recreation, IFS and AAT. Local Councils and others co-opted as appropriate.
8/.  RD reported that he had been in touch with trustees of the fisheries habitat fund and had received a letter stating that following a meeting of the trust AAT would be contacted with the view to discussions on the habitat fund’s future,

9/.   Discussion on farmers plans to overturn the Clyde water catchment management plan. TB spoke at length on the ramifications of this and the consequences of any change with other water systems. Resolved that AAT should continue with public statements regarding water systems with an emphasis on the environment.
10/.  RD repotted that a new edition of the Tasmanian Angling guide was financed and that publication would soon occur.

11/.  RD tabled a briefing note on progress towards a treasury submission in this year’s round. Various ministers have been spoken to and an appointment with the treasurer imminent. A full submission will be made to the treasury sub-committee and a dot point précis sent to the Premier.

12/.  Brumbys Creek project is now complete with excellent angler response. Apart from plan budget Hydro Tasmania contributed some $65,000 for weed eradication.
13/.  Arthurs Lake Web Cam in operation with great success. Over 10,000 hits per week and very good angler acceptance and comment receive. RD investigating other sites.
14/.  Blocks of land along Woodward’s Canal/Bronte Lagoon offered for sale with one block only, sold. RD reported that AAT had advised Roberts Ltd Sales Manager by letter that the land was not true waterfront and subject to a minimum set back of 10 metres by Hydro Tasmania. No answer was received and anglers should report any interference to set backs to AAT or Hydro Tas.

15/.  Letter from Rod Clarkson concerning unsatisfactory customs experience re Didymo, of an angler returning from NZ was   tabled. RD to make National Minister aware of this experience and the related dangers.
16/.  Representation from angler re the sealing of the Marlborough Highway beside Little Pine Lagoon. General discussion and agreement that run off particularly was of concern and that a letter be sent to relevant Minister.

17/.  RD reported on IFAC meeting held over two days. IFAC unanimously supported IFS supply plan and has set an agenda for the year. RD to talk with Chair John Cleary concerning Clyde River and other systems with a view to widest angler representation on this important issue.

18/.  TarFish--RD gave account of unsatisfactory meeting and relationships with this organization. There would appear to be little change in attitude or efficiency and it was agreed that AAT should have no interest in working with TarFish.
19/.  MS and RD reputed on ongoing good meetings with Minister Llewellyn and his support for IFS.

20/.  Letter concerning NRM framework tabled and agreed that AAT should share in the process as it evolves.

21/.  RD tabled draft of ethics and behavior document. Agreed that members distribute this to angling clubs for comment and tabling at the next AAT meeting.

22/.  Two applications received for Southern independent representatives with one in writing. Resolved to get other applicant to submit in writing and then executive to make a decision.

Other business:

PP reported favourable comment on new signs at Brushy Lagoon.

SB reported that AFTA would again be doing their letterbox promotion and that an AAT article would be useful for inclusion. RD to attend.

Meeting closed at 2.45 pm and next meeting fixed for 2nd Dec with Exec. Meeting Thursday 29th   November at SB’s Spot On department Emporium. 

Thanks Steve your venue is much appreciated!  
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